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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Hous  eke  ep  e r  s '  Chat 


Thursday,  November  21,1929 


1T0T  FOR  PUBLICATION 


Subject:  "Clothes  for  Small  BoysJ1  From  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  U.S.D.A. 
Leaflet  available:     "Suits  for  the  Small  Boy." 


I  thought  I  was  all  through  with  programs  about  children,  till  next  week. 
But  last  night,  after  dinner,  someone  telephoned.     Uncle  Ebenezer 
answered  the  phone.    When  I  came  home,  he  told  me  that  I  would  have  to 
talk  about  children  again  today,  because  he  had  -promised  I  would. 

How  what  do  you  thank  of  that!     The  woman  who  telephoned  had  asked  Uncle 
Ebenezer  to  describe  one  or  two  of  the  garments  in  the  new  "Suits  for  the 
Small  Boy"  leaflet.     "My  son  is  three  years  old,  and  his  name  is  Charles 
Augustus,"  explained  the  woman. 

"I  told  her,"  said  Uncle  Ebenezer,   "that  even  with  that  information,  I 
could  not "tell  her  how  to  dress  her  son.    However,  Aunt  Sammy,   I  promised 
her  that  you  would  talk  on  the  subject  today." 

Promised  her J    Where,  Oh  where,  are  the  rights  of  the  modern  womanJ 
Where  is  our  fabled  independence?    Where?  I  ask  you.    And  echo  answers: 


Well,  a  promise  is  a  promise.  To  tell  the  truth,  I  really  want e d  to  talk 
about  the  "Suits  for  the  Small  Boy"  leaflet  again.  (But  don't  tell  Uncle 
Ebenezer. ) 

How  let's  see.     The  woman  who  telephoned  y/ants  a  suit  for  a  boy  three  years 
old,  whose  name  is  Charles  Augustus.     What  kind  of  a  suit  would  delight  a 
small  boy  named  Charles  Augustus?    There's  a  good-locking  garment  on  page 
4  pf  the  leaflet.     "Smartly  masculine"  is  this  suit,  a  pique  suit  with  a 
tailored  front  drop,  and  a  back  that  laps  toward  the  front.    You'll  have 
to  see  the  picture,  to  understand  all  that.    But  if  I  were  suggesting  a 
suit  for  Charles  Augustus,  it  would  be  this  very  one.     For  I'm  sure^MtT^ 


is  the  sort  of  a  youngster  who  wants  to  look  "smartly  masculine." 

I  told  you,  last  week,  that  Clarice  Scott  is  the  author  of  "Suits  for  the 
Small  Boy."    Two  of  the  suits  she  designed  have  been  reproduced  by  a  well- 
known  pattern  company,  so  you  can  buy  the  patterns,  if  you  care  to. 


— 00O00 — 


"Where?" 


I'm  sure  that  every  little  boy  in  the  land  will  agree  with  Miss  Scott, 
when  she  says  that  frills,  ruffles,  and  laces  make  him  appear  riduculous. 
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Even  on  the  less  sturdy  "boy  they  never  seem  in  good  taste,  as  they  make 
him  appear  effeminate.  This  does  not  mean  that  "boys  can  not  be  dressed 
as  attractively  as  girls." 

low,  a  word  as  to  suitable  colors .     Do  you  know  that  an  attractively 
designed  suit  can  be  ruined  "by  poorly  chosen  colors?    For  a  small  boy, 
they  must  be  "masculine  in  quality,  never  dainty  and  delicate.  Blue, 
green,  tan,  and  brown  are  boyish  colors  which  are  always  safe  selections, 
if  the  particular  color  is  becoming.    However,  a  child  usually  has  clear, 
fresh  coloring,  which  means  that  he  is  not  so  limited  in  his  color  range 
as  an  adult . 

"Some  children  are  very  sensitive  to  colors.     Their  likes  and  dislikes 
should  be  considered  as  far  as  possible.    Usually,  a  child's  taste  in 
color  is  reliable,  although  a  trifle  primitive.    With  a  little  guidance 
in  choice,  children  may  receive  much  happiness  from  the  color  of  their 
clothes,  and  at  the  same  time  develop  good  taste. 

"A  boy  can  not  be  dist inct ively  dressed  unless  his  suits  are  well  made. 
This  applies  to  both  homemade  and  ready-to-'srear  garments.  Poor  work- 
manship can  ruin  a  good  selection  in  design  and  color.    Do  you  want  your 
youngsters  to  wear  beautifully  tailored  clothes?    Accurate  cutting,  followed 
by  straight,  fine,  close  stitching,  gives  the  well-tailored  air.  Poorly 
constructed  suits  spend  much  of  their  time  in  the  mending  basket." 

What  fabrics  are  suitable  for  small  boys'  suits?     Cotton  may  be  worn  the 
the  year  round,  provided  the  underwear  is  adjusted  to  the  season.  Heavy 
cottons,  such  as  jean,  madras,  and  pique,  may  be  used  for  winter  wear. 
All  fabrics  must  be  fast  to  sun  and  laundering.    The  most  common  and 
practical  materials  for  trousers  are  poplin,  broadcloth,  pique,  drill, 
galatea,  chambray,  and  different  brands  of  fabrics  made  especially  for 
children'' s  wear.     Por  blouses,  printed  or  plain  ginghams,  percale,  cotton 
pongee,  and  broadcloth  are  good  selections. 

Washable  wool  materials  may  be  used  for  small  boys'  suits,  but  they  require 
special  care  when  laundered.     One  of  the  children  pictured  in  the  leaflet 
is  wearing  a  washable  tan  flannel  suit  that  is  easily  pressed  because  it  is 
made  so  simply.     The  only  trimming  is  rows  of  brown  stitching  — machine 
stitching.    The  trousers  of  this  attractive  suit  are  of  the  one-piece  pattern, 
with  bound  side  openings,  reinforced  by  arrowheads.    There  are  no  side 
seams  nor  heavy  lapping  plackets,  which  are  always  difficult  to  press  well 
in  woolen  br  heavy  fabrics. 

One  important  point  that  Miss  Scott  brings  out  in  her  leaflet  is  that  the 
suits  a  little  boy  wears  may  help  develop  his  independence.     The  fact  is 
often  overlooked  that  boys'  suits  offer  opportunities  for  mental  as  well  as 
physical  development.     The  boy  of  two  or  three  has  reached  the  age  when  he 
likes  to  learn  new  activities,  and  to  be  independent.    A  mother  should 
keep  this  in  mind  when  selecting  suits.      Simple  front  openings, 
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with  buttons  and  buttonholes  that  are  easily  manipulated,  uniform  in 
sizej  and  always  in  the  same  convenient  place,  make  it  possible  for  a 
boy  to  dress  himself  at  an  early  age.    Pull-over  sweaters  and  blouses, 
complicated  belts,  and  the  type  of  suit  with  more  than  a  dozen  buttons 
are  a  distinct  discouragement  to  self-help. 

I  shall  not  say  anything  more  about  the  suits  described  in  the  leaflet, 
for  I'm  sure  you'd  much  rather  see  them  than  hear  about  them.  "Suits 
for  the  Small  Boy"  is  the  title  of  this  new  free  leaflet,  and  52  is  the 
number. 


Tomorrow  we'll  have  another  menu,  beginning  with  a  Stuffed  Plank  Steak, 
and  ending  with  a  Prune  Whip. 


